Incidence and Significance of Tuberculosis
and after making allowance for the adverse influence of inferior
home conditions, he concludes that the evidence supports the
view that the inherent resistance of the black race is inferior to that
of the white.
The history of the North American Indians has proved their
extreme susceptibility to tuberculosis. So long as they kept
moving about with their tipi away from white settlements, re/
maining at and fouling the same place for a short period of time
only, they were free from the disease. Immediately, however,
they settled down on fixed sites, occupied permanent buildings
and came into contact with the white race, they were attacked by
the disease which gave rise to a high incidence and mortality.
Bushnell gives figures showing the mortality from tuberculosis in
four Indian tribes during the year 1918, the death rates per 1,000
being no, 3*08, 6*15, and 7*76, respectively. To illustrate the
high mortality from the disease in primitive Indians he quotes
figures given by Walker and Brewer. In 1896 among 4,893
Oglala Sioux Indians, many of whom were captives who had
previously led a wild, wandering life, the annual death-rate was
25*3 per 1,000, and among the Pimas and Maricopas Indians
tuberculosis was responsible for 66 per cent of the deaths. These
figures illustrate the fatal ravages of tuberculosis among Red
Indians when they are transferred from a wandering existence to
a stationary life in contact with civilization. A reduction in the
incidence of the disease, however, has followed improved con/
ditions of life; in the reservations tuberculosis is not very prevalent,
but it is nearly always fatal owing to the absence of an adequate
degree of resistance.
If a special susceptibility to tuberculosis infection on the part
of coloured races be postulated it is interesting to speculate on the
possible cause of such susceptibility. Is it a question of diet with
deficient intake of vitamins and salts, or does a variation in the
degree of absorption of solar radiations exercise some influence
on the degree of resistance to infection, or lastly is the relatively
high resistance of the white race due to an inherent influence
arising from centuries of racial tuberculization, with progressive
improvement in social conditions 5
TUBERCULOSIS AND URBAN CIVILIZATION.
Tuberculosis is a disease which has developed in man consequent